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Anthropology, the science of Man is 
tions. One is concerned with tho physical expect of man and the other 
wilh bia Behaviour: hes belng known respectively as Phytical and Cul- 
tural Anthropology. ‘The place for physical sicnce a the laboratory room, 
‘where as for Biologeal Science, particolatly for Anthropology, the labora: 
* tory isthe field, Hence iti thatthe latter are called Fild Sciences, 


‘An anthropologist studies the people among whom he lives and 
+ works, because from tem he can gather data that wil.throw light on the 
‘main problems of bis science, y 
[Anthropology is till recently usually believed to be borderline 
‘scienco which has no application in the penetieal field. But reoent trends 
‘show definite change in the angle of vision. Tere I intend to confine my- 
‘elf to that part of anthropology which will be of praction! help to tho 
‘educational aspect of the sborigines, 
‘The aboriginal popalation in Todia is only a fraction of the whole 
population, fom approximately 26 to 30 millions out of nearly 400 rail 
‘ans, ‘The economic oceapations of the aboriginal people of India aro 
‘various: hunting, food gathering, eattle breeding, agrieultare oto, 
| K ‘Beducation of the aborigines has an important role to play in. Free 
India, Dr, Katjo, on the oceasion of the Annual Convocation address of 


the University of Caleuts in 1063 empbasiced thet in tho national in 
terest of the tourty and unity ofa Free India efforts must be made for 
‘the upliftment of the aborigines. 

‘Edveation among the aboriginals is usually imparted in the family 
group in the natare of fnitation and azeoclation, some get through iitine 
‘on rites and enbeequent discipline, But inthe adolescent stage education 
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‘was imparted through an organised institution even recently ¢heit 
éwisteno it fond in. Astor, Cbotanagpore and Madhya Pradesh. "Tho 
rates of Abors-Mollup, Garoe-Nokpsnti, Kukis-Zwalbul, Negaa-Morang, 
Milein‘Torang, Oras-Dhomkuria, Dirbors-Citions, Couds-Ghotal, ere 
Yell known, Admision to these Institutions is sought. by» ceremony. 
Education is fmpurted to thebeginners by tho more experianced and seule 
members of tho Inulttion, The members work in many caste a o> 
‘operative system. Dring fetival in tho vila al ender servo aor. 
Ang to thei ability by vbich Whey learn and acquire experience. An od 
tan when wants to thatah bi house o tl the st, he requir belp. This 
4s dono by an orgussed. group fr whieh payment ia kind i given instead 
‘fcaah, ‘The young bateh Team by the guidance of tho elder enos 
Hunting oledion of fod, digging pd tiling the aol, ween, harvest 
ng and thrashing soging, dansing and alo entertaining. guets all come 
under the term of tele "Bducaio’- "Thee show that the community 
foci oto much eonacious among tho groups. We fad in the moder 
fchorlig sytem tore ia examination but among them no anch item la 
formalaed. They bave standard of thi ella with tho dierent process 
Discipline ako matainod inthe 


‘Tho linking of edioation at every stage of human life ia admitted by 
fil edvcationiata, “Tb ean be imparted in the eviyeational institution only 
if the education of both tho children and the adoletoente is contered round 
‘tho main, ocoupational work of the life. ‘The aboriginals axe aogastomed 
to this typeof education, uo it should bo the duty of tho eduoationits to 
‘sve propor faction, ky wey of Ube cultore-trat, in an inaibution whey 
‘oir edvcation nn bo eot up, 80 the type of education imparted to the 
boriginala should not encourage thom. from belng alienated from: thelt 
ative roll and environment, ut should rater bolp them in improving 
‘ele won and eonimnity Ifo. Let us toko the example of a 

‘who prncttos ageicultare ‘ko nature of food produetion not only oy 
‘the foremost plage ia thele gooniomie Ife but also in thelr ultueal fe, 
So education of these aboriginal people should be itaparted rout Vhs 
‘ceupntion, Tn the Report ofthe Central Advisory Board of ducation 
‘i 1044 lee as hoon given. merely to ‘earning through activity’. 


oat sation oth shorn! opin in To a 
‘ero task, ti Det with many diicution which can hardly 
tealleed by any one excepting the anthropoogit. Some sigget that 
{bec aboriginal folk shouldbe lef 0. themtsven to romain in slaton. 
Otho old thet hey shouldbe groped. slong with tho. dackward oF 
depreved cle Hindus. ‘They lao think that dir language. should be 
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Afolishod. But anthropologists encourage to assimilate the sborgina 
folk with the eat ofthe advanced mighbours, _rtaiting the good 
clmonts of their altar, ‘hc bevt means of secolturation is through 
fedocatioa, We can not avoid accaltaration, because these people not 
rommsiin koltion for a ouger time. Ibis better that they should be 
‘lowest vo nasimilate with the advanced neighbours with « aufoguard 
policy, so that tho good elements of their ealture might not bo washed: 
ig'the food steam of the higher  colture. Mahatma Gandhi, the 
fof the Indian pation, el the view not to thrust anything all on 
‘on these aborigins!popalation, but let them acco ina slow 
procem. Bat the diffialty erope up in a coltartcontact arse: The 
Report ofthe Bdcational Conference of the Pacific countrie in 1038, 
shows how efficiently It gives shape to ‘native insttation, wandarde of 
tiving, more codes ant iaboreat alaea.‘The ference also adiita that 
‘uhen we insttate »pyvtem of edaeation we do not know precisely what 
are Going. Teahows clearly bow the anthropologist can lp the 
withthe results of his jwvestigations, In Afrion we also find 
Harpiog of the same otring. Ta Andi the eusational problem of the 
‘aboriginal is rather a complicated one. Horo we hove Chrltian Missi, 
Wpiateninttuence, beri this, we have the institations of the advanced 
Aroupe-wlio are bested to saystew of elation which 4 not eutable 
{w the mnonet of the aboriginal’ life and events not congenial to thoit 
‘ditions, This dows not solve hele nations ot isdivigoal —etonome 
condition. 
‘The aboriginal people of Todi have ome in contact, with thd 
jon as well as. with the Wairopeans, 
‘the al ce Dlg eicated by Ue Goverment and aloo 
by the philanthropic videaly and institutions - Uke Ramah 
imson, Bharat Sevasram, Christian Missionaries et 
“Hilecntion moans various types of training. The exporionce gathered 
{rom different paths of life is aad on to generation through traditions, 
‘This proces of experience ia termed “Ejacetin’. Education is wad to be 
the panacea of ll eis that befall man. Opinion differ in is detaton, 
to wo do ually count three types of edueation -— 
(1) Which oplifs the individea! both mentally and intllctually 


‘and fits him for the stragale for existence. 
(2) Which fe meant forthe exploitation of the wo-called educated, 
(8) Which the enthusatta impose upon the poor and the illfatod | 


conditions by ameliorating them without considering their 
ects oF eapuety. 
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Labour and public money hyve been spent and are sill being «pat 

{in imparting edueation which doesnot euit the aberiginals nor help. thom 
‘w havo their food. On the other hand iterates a tet of droves in the 
‘osiety who dlaike Igbour ofall kinds being proad oftheir so-called ee 


suitable education for them. Tam stating few examples what T have 
(gutberod from the Adibesi hostels in diferent reyions of Toda. Thos 
‘who have been brought to the hostels for thle edacation, have developed 
fascination mainly for luxury. They do not usually want 10 go back to 
thei villages even sometimes daring the vacation mouths, They have 
frankly admitted of thelr poor, waly and miserable conditions of their 
villages, ‘The diet inthe village is no more liked. Bat‘inwtances are any 
when they first come tothe boarding houses ot hostels they do. not know 
hhow to wit even on a mat and the food isnot tasteful to theen. Bat. within 
‘few months time their outlook particaarly in reepect of their babite, 
‘manners and behaviour, is changed. Majority of the atudente feel and 
declare that they would be Police Oficers, Deputy Magisteates, ete, in 
‘heir fature lif, bat T wonder to mote that not single soul I did fad 
during my contact with them for the last few years, whi would like to go 
‘beck tothe village to educate their lagers, This philanthropic iden 
does not enter in their mind. If il want to be State Oficers—how could 
‘the State maintain them as the employments at the disposal of the State 
limited, The stedente who are getting this type of education in the 
schools every year will increase the number of unemployed as thy no 
Jonger think of going back to their own fills. For the few years they 
‘will be like parasites and naturally they will be the source of trouble for 
‘the rorety as wall us for the Stato, The edvestion which was once intend. 
‘2 to erate a group of clerks for the East India Company has 10 jusil~ 
‘ation for ita continuation in Free India today. Instead of copying what 
Dyas been foreed upon India by the Bast India Company, the aborigials 
{in India could evolve type of edveation suitable for themselves with » 
‘view to improve their occupatiors—agriultere, cattle rearing, cottage 
Industry, ete, by proper guidance and manouvring over by the scientific 
Investigations of the anthropologiat. 

Iw Amsam and Manipar every gel has to learn the art of weaving if 
\ the wants to marry. This is done in the home. But the so-called educa 
‘ton i ure to affect this domestic useful ideal, Tn courae of time an ideal 
‘wife wil be one who knows the att of reading and writing leaving. her 
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‘weaving art, whioh will be removed from the society by the introduction 
fof modern education, Tho women of Nigeria sffee from similar effect by 
the English Hdveation spread by the Christian Misionsries, Originally 
‘Tho men proferred an uneducated wife who was less expensive and more 
fflient, But men and women laboured e:ualy forthe solution of, their 
food, But the present system introduced by education has trained the 
Bins to adopt the fine arts of the young ladies giving to their husbands 
fan uncomfortable life, "The same condition can be noticed among the 
aboriginal of Chota: agpore particularly ia the district of Ranchi aa well 
‘2 in the Khasi Hills of Ame, by the Missionary influence, 


‘The present system of edueating the aboriginals in India is futile 
nd revolts in usless expenditure of money, ‘The planning of education 
ofthe areas of the aboriginal people is today a serious problem to think, 
or thit wo should not have any linguistic dogmas or interprovinelal 
feelings. Tt is education which can change the ideas and attitudes of the 
boriginals and also their culture, so we must have thorough planning 
scrutinised by the anthropologists. The present system ia harly suite 
ble one for them. Ascheme of their edueetioual policy should bo 
directed to inerease solkdarity. It qhould alo equ p theae people to stand 
for thelr right particulaely. in heir rural economy. Tt ean not be denied 
that they will be absorbed into the culture of the advanced group through 
‘education. So itis advimble that omeopathio\ doses should. be intro- 
dani instead of sudden thrast of highly allopathic. 

T would sow put here a few moggestion forthe educational plan of 
the aboriginal people of India:— 

‘Books shoal bo written on the topics like human need for food, 
helt and clothing; early man's ignorance of food growing and cattle: 
rearing inthe regional or local script If pousble the script of the national 
language may bo introduced. rhe Legends, folktale and songs of the aborie 
‘inals should be incladed in the text bocks, Their children will take more 
Intereste in them aa those would tell eheit owa stories, ‘The herole talon 
of their lives should always be given priority wo that they get full impetus 
for this, If foreign elements of culture ste to be introduced, introduce 
‘them through their on. 


‘The medium of instruction shouldbe at the elementary stage through 
their mother tonfue. It is seen not only in the aboriginal’ cases but also 
‘among the advanced groap of people that children can lourn better and 
smoothly through the language spoken at home than foreign language. 
In some areas like Astam, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh the States are 
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iowting othe late Tangnage ot tht aytom of introdaction Bt 
Tinguage ot shove popl is dantous and wate in wmloit eipndtare 
‘it romey. Th the eonstion T wool koto pot oat that ho tenors 
fram th atrial gropy should be rer _adaata tl be 
Thay ste prctonlexprinces aboot tho tnching of to advan 
tou of pple in «Bengal vile shoe, wre the lather a one who 
{pss Hind ool. The wudeata what I itv observed could not flow. 
‘Te wnt hing Tve plo noted in several choot fa Bong tha 
the tabi qantyingINemadrea with M.A agro could ab mak tho 
stadentaunderitant, RoI th tucker cod ot fel and fli tho 
Aiiuty ofthe dante tho testing wil be a fale, For thie Tote 
the don of eleting tohors from the aboriginal community. What 
Twlieve thin hat by thir spent methodn and intrnte thee chidten 
ttaning. 


teh pehools, Wo should malo davico by which we could make schools 
‘more attractive to thom. Their echool shoud combing wosk with stud. 
‘Besides thos, our main effort should be to eduonte them for their economic 
‘ueGrlnals aa far as possible. ‘The touching of arte and crafts shoud 
‘always be enconraged. We know that some groupe do not like of even tous 
tplnning machine-the oom-this is almoct their rocio-rligious taboo. But 
‘our Basle Kdueation Scheme bis freed to accept it, Training fa ottfeu. 
‘taro, agriculture; enttle-reasing, carpentry. work ete, can be given with 
much success, 


CClibetion of rocebulatioe of the sboriginal children on the siantife 
‘ass has not beet worked out in India. Tn Afries among tie” abérigni 
reas tho syllable and the whole word method as been foond to be useful 
Te makes learning voty eney for ite roaders, Detalsahould bo worked 
‘out by engaging rosontch enthusiasts in the direction, 


‘Duo to eultare contact with the advanced group of people these 
people are gradully Improving their tohnical competence through he 
+ ehool, ‘This in also adiwitted by tho Santla and other —nelghbousog 
Aboriginal pple atid ao by tho KKhasls of Amam. Modern edaction and 
fontact through wool wefuo worker they have sdopted the device nad 
tropled to thelr way of fe for working. * ‘hie shoaid be enisrage, 
Betcod in the pritery sais sbookl bo within tho vila: Buta the den 
sity of popalton in Uhoir aroun is lw, «fll fledged school with thee oF 
four village combined together should an. If posible one teeche alone 
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fiom thir commonity can ron school Tn larger sotlements ful fadged 
‘mary schools with techors shoal be run. At the next stage, in 9 
Tange ictttion the eileen nthe higher lames (aftr taking thir 
cation inthe vlage) shold come where bostl accommodation shoal 
Te made, The eileen most. hare to go to heir village not ealy daring 
the ration m nthe bat ale in short. bolas to have the connections 
‘ith the village. The ie of giving jobs should bo etnpltaly abandoned, 
‘They must be given education in sucha way so that they might utilise 
thee educetio to train up thei villagers in Une envizonmental sting 


dneation ofthe aboriginals shouldbe subjected to well plancing 
nd sapervicion by board of schlare who ave. dooe actual kdwork, 
‘The sorting out proses i racial to euccess in flel- ork, The feld-worker 
ovat have the fall knowledge aad intrets in edgcaional methods and 
‘ructice, Fieh.workors specially the scholars of axthfopology are well 
‘equipped to undoestasd the endetiying prineiplen of the indigeneous aystem 
{0 the saoral standards and they sin nerpret the eultare of the 
sboriginale ina neat and planzed way. They can ofer the basis of tie on 
thelr conerte experience and not ot vague eympathy. The mistaken 
committed by the advanced groups inthe treatment of the aboriginal 
rople of America, Oreania, Afica and parts of India should not be 
repented in Free India Tere in Tndia we have no legnay of past errona 
‘but the fiold is open for = policy based on scientific principles and 
experiences of elteral anthropology: ‘The ence of man, anthropology 
Tau earned. reste a other parts of tho world. Tt can play spesal 
role in Feoe India todey forthe emergence of a new and integrated society 
‘Provided It i given proper opportunity and incentive, 


‘To find out the proper type of education to be given to the aborie 
ial people antheopology wil be of great help a creating right tenchors, 
‘A childs mind le loduleroes. Ibis soft like elay. Ts ean bo moulded into 
any shape. Sincere and honest apmpathy attract it most, A suoocsfil 
teacher wil be one who will bo able to attract stedente, Ifa teacher 
‘comes from & higher ealtore or class he shows a patronsing attitude and 
‘behaviour towards the aboriginal tadents and offen eis found to lok 
down upon them. Sometines this may not find any expremion outwardly 
but overy student can fol it in very short time instincsively. ‘This 
results automatically an apathetic condition towards the teacher, A. 
teacher's important saeet i the love and respect of the students, His 
suceess depends on them. Besides, if teacher is not well acquainted 
‘withthe home-stmosphere of his students itis very diffiult for him to 


7 


‘Ada 


reali thet defects and wants, Sometimes tho defocta may originale 
‘nto evils, Tho character and knowledge aro tho vital pointe 
‘which make up a good teacher. A stadent will always follow 
instinctively a good teacher as his ideal. So to select an ideal teasher 
{or imparting education to the childten of the aboriginala, Ido always 
smphusis for on¢ of theit community. ‘Thus wo find that. the activity of 
‘an anthtopologist is Hot only to serve the stato and is society but also 
‘nan adjanot indiapensible to th educational life of the aboriginal, This 
{is rally tho vision of the study of Man, 


Education of the sborigials in India isthe hardest problem which 
‘the educatignist and alto the anthropologit have to colve, Could the 
problem be volved by steoriag theee people to real education Free India 
today will have the real national aaets. They are the nationale of ee 
Tndia with us aod wo shall hve the voioo Ons India, 


Megalithic Survivals among, the Mudugs of 


‘Atapady Valley, Kerala 
Dr, A. Arvaveay 


Profesor of Anthropology, Uihat Oniversity 
And 
0.3. davamey 
Gurator for Anthropology, Govt. Museum, Madras 
‘When Sie Mortimer Wheeler was verving as Director General of 
Archaeology in Tala, he roquested ono of us (A. Aiyappan) to gather 
‘ewes of modern survivals of mogalithiem to help vbo archaeologist in 
‘undeeatending tho ancient megalithio burial rites, A amall number of 
sch cases hive bean reported from Orissa and Amam to which we aro 
lad to ad a froah one feom Southern India. 


‘The teibo among whom wo recently dlaovored burial pratius 
recaling meglithiam, ia called the Maduge. ‘Thay inhabit ee jangle 
teas oft Attaady valley In the Palghat stil, Kerala, Rach group 
of Modaga hamlet hor w separate barat ground, dala (0,1) which 
sitoated in tho mst of th jangle. Tho Mfaduga ‘bury theirdoad When 
the corte abated. the deud perton's aguates have to plo one aller 
cin on tho foreoad of the corpse, ono on tho mouth and one on the 
‘het, Tho fat two oolas are buried wih the copie, but the third one 
is given to tho mataral undo of the dead parva, The jewels of the dead 
eon are alo buried withthe body. Brory util is marked. by one ot 
toro sone planted vertically at the oad region. Offering of fod and 
Arak ar oft the sit of the bucal in earthonwate or easmalie pota 
for sauces, Th pottery wed for those offerings were formerly handmade 
tod decors by marks mado on them with bamboo combs. Vertically 
Planted wooes and coamlle saucers ean bo soon inthe foreground in the 
Photograph (ig. 1). On the aniversary day of doth the Mudugn 

fo perform the Sir ceremony for the daud. As it ina very expos 
fontval thay celebrate it onco in five, ten of even twenty yore Ils 
their meet important soil erent. ‘Thay clerated it last time 
‘wrenty yours ago a the frst placo ll tho men havo to husk the samat 
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(Panicum miiare, Lank) grain, for the feast, Ifthe men are not able to 
‘e0pe with the work they bring fciends from the adjacent hamlets to halp 
‘them, ‘The feasting is continued for three days, A very largo funeral cat 
‘made of boraoo and decorated with banana plants, ‘The wprie ofthe 
‘ancestors aro said to repose in the ar, ‘The ear is carried up to the 
‘Sudalai when the men go there to perform the Sir ceremony, At the 
Suualai the graven cf the doud ancestors are distinguished by the stove 
planted thore, ‘The graves are opeoed up and the right collar bove of 
{hlling that the right lower jaw bone is extracted from each one of tho 
‘raves. Aloog with theve bones the ornaments of the dead and the coina 
Varied with men are also dug up acd taken to the machi or maligai * 
(ossnary). When this done the moeppan or headman ofthe hamlet has to 
‘bo paid a silver eoin as his foe. ‘Tho machu isa stone chamber near the 
arial ground. The one we aw was a nataral hole orerevie in between 
‘two big boulders resting on an clovated ledge of stone (Bg. 2). ‘Tho 
‘oatuary is tho ropository of the collar bones of all the ancestors of the 
Aineage. The place is held to be very sacred. and tho bones should not be 
egecrated. Our informant Madan of Mokkall who i seated on the right 
Inthe photograph took out of the exerice the earthenware saucer contain- 
Ing the bones and placed it in view for the photograph. Afterwards he 
‘Put it back into the crevice saying that if the bones are disturbed the 
split ofthe dead would haunt him in his sleep. 


‘he ritual consiate inthe opening up the side slab of the stone cover: 
ing the oauary, adding the new cllar bones and then closing the entranée, 
(Oiferings of food are then made for all he ancestors who are remembered, 
‘The food offered forthe old. ancestors is partaken by the celebrants of the 
rite, but the food offered for those who died recently shouldbe lft behind, 
‘Then a fost in eelobrated by tho dbtrbtion of cooked rice and chicken 
moat to all the important persons who take part inthe oeremeny. 


“faces is iteally © “terraced howe"; 
Maligaé means mansion 


Maligai (Mudaga Ossusry) Near Mukkali, Attapady, Malabar. 


Study of Culture Change in Tribal Bihar 


‘Sacmomipasanms, M.A. (Parva), M. A. (LoxDox) 
Dirstor, Sociat Bancation Organisers Troiing Gentyer Ranchi 
‘Gocernan of Indie, Ministry of Community Devdlopment 


‘The erkdeace In the hands of anthropologist: and common experience 
proves beyond doabt that eutare in dynamis, All cultures, priitive ot 
Trodern, eustern of western, peaaant oF Industrial, change, Ths only 
Completely static caltures are the dead ones. The difference betwoen one 
ultore and. another under ube arpect of chang is that some toy 
“Ghunge faster than others. In sone cultares there may be more rvisence 
‘ville others may ‘be ore receptive bo tnnovations. Some innovations 
td thie consequent effets wry change the fece of the reeriving culture 
eyed reagan, Some of web exltares may lowe their woorings nd 
ay be swept of their font by the promore of factors of change, Some 
[attucee may be aslective In Uber exponte ta innovations and may necept 
some and reject the others. i them changes may occur in certain wepoots 
“touizure only while the fondamentals remata ia ech, ANl theto phiehor 
cna of eotural dynamics give ieopotant eas ta jayastigation ad sty 

folate of view and from the angle of oppiied 
‘oly the theoretioal aspects will by dealt 


‘the canvas of tral cute fast changing because of contact with 
lin peoples nod alien ways of life, The prover bas been continuing for 

ery long tine and as facilities for sommenloation have increued, the 
feolation of the tribe) villages bas been rokon. Hill paths and roads 
bare taken alia people to isaocessble dense forests and hilly teucta of 
Chotaaagpur. Constant living with oon.tribal castes in the village, the 
fgovth of townships in the ftericr of the tribal regions, the inoreasing 
{doncialization of the arse duo to it wealth of mineral resources and the, 
(grow of new industri canseqoent upon the enormoas work done by the 
‘Damodar Valley Corporation, the work of rarious Christian missionaries 
‘well as tho growth of political consciousness bare brought about great 
‘deal of change in tho life of the tribes In this area, Administrativoautho- 
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tities, forest ofcals, businessmen, contractors ated moneylenders have 
given further flip to culture chenge. The Munda and the Orion 
have been studied hy Sarnt Chandra Roy and monographs on thes were 
published forty yeers ago, but since be described them enormous changes 
‘have come upon the tribes. Moreover tho methods for the study of the 
‘abject has also advanced, The content of eulture change, the leads it an 
tive to many branches of social anthropology theory as well as to applied 
‘uthropology and tribal welfare work have multiplied, 


‘A compeehecsve study of cultare change among the diferent thes 
of tho sceduled lit Is an urgent ncceasity. ‘The porpee of the study 
should be to discover factor and the forces which lead to elle change 
‘and extent to which the ives of the bes have been affected. An effort 
should be made to fd. quantitatively the rate of change in the diferent 
facets of ultree. soil structre inladig family if, atta fenily 
Telations, inahip behaviour paterss, rales of marrings aod of residone: 
cconomic ateuctre inching material catare, wilaz and hoaye patter, 
introditction of money economy, exchange in hat, specialization, e-opera- 
tion and trading: boli stractare inciing the concept of the superat- 
‘tural ritual for worship, agency for worship et. ad political stractare 
Including authority yates, the traditional panchayat and the Govern. 
‘ment sponsored panchayat. Change touches ll aspects of ie and includes 
fold ko changes ia the linguistic stractare or rorabulary in folk songs 
and folk itratore, in patio arta acd ia the tecnique of dance and 
song. From an analysis of such changes as wil have occured in the 
‘hove mentioned sectors, the rate swells the direction of ebange will 
merge, Eforts may alo be mado to{fod s  corelation between the aoe: 
planoe and rejection of imorations and eilrearing_vedhnique inthe 
‘community, Sometimes the changes may beso. pervasive that a change 
Jn tho basi peronality stactors may take place aod afer that there 
say be a further impetue to ealtare change. 


Trapite of widespread changes which they bave undergone moet of 
‘the tibee fo Bikar have still maintained thelr dvtinct identity frm the 
‘donor group. They have not weffered from s oes of nerve and hele popi- 
lation ia steady increasing, geceraliy. Agricultare ie wil their mainstay 
tod thoie native religion still has tho largest. numberof subscribers among 
‘them. What is it that gives such tenacity to these caltures ! ‘The forces 
of comservatim, rstence to change and stability x alo sought to be 
‘studied in this context. 
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atthe town reach the the village. The existence of this channel can bo 
inoovered i wo tcke up three vllages ope adjscent toa town, one fa- 
Gray in the interioe cutoff fom roads on all kde and » third in bebween 
fhe two, Thus we ean measure the extent of urbanization, 


‘tho tribes in Vihar bave come into contact with Hisdulrm for many 
centuriee Many of tbe religious Weas of philosophic Hinduism such as 
Grmortally of the ool, it tranenigration, concept of boaren and bell 
fund worship of Hindu deities are to be found in tribal socoty in some 


‘wudy of culture change in tribal Bihar also reveals the foot tat 
‘here has been no unilinear development of culture, Food gathering 
tribes are drawn into the vertex of complex socictioe characterised by 
money and marketa without going through the intermediate stage, 


In course of culture change the teibev of Bibar are losing the charas 
tersticn of prialtive tribal soeletios. Nom of the tribes of Bihar ia 8 
Gitcontained holate. yen the nomadic Jaghi Birhore are itally bound 
fo the local markete where they dispow of their jungle produce, Though 
Seays moving they are never far from a market ceatee, ‘Tho teibo oF the 
Millage cannot be taken asa self contained imlate because ofthe system 
Sfmarriage and the market. Villages are generally exogamous. Inlaw 
Cautions have to be found in other villages, A study of the range of 
‘Devvige ina teal village disclosed » vast network of marital relations, 
‘The elsionship doesnot end with macringe. Unies the marriage breaks 
psi eontinve fora generation or two. People exchange visits every 
TPerond then and ceremonial gifts ave to be presented on certain ooca- 
seme Secondly, markets are held weckly at different places on different 
apn, Every vilger goes to« pumber of markets for disposing of his - 
‘tuplus or to buy something or jast visit to meet old friends and mako 
‘her once. Tt i the market, ia one form or another, that pulls out from the 
ompuct social relations of self contained primitive communities some 
forts of men's doings and pats people into fel of economic activity thet 
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fro inereasngly independent ofthe rest of what goat on in the local life, 
‘Thun our tribal society is boing transformed into a peasant society. Prom 


Self contained isolates it i» changing into a partsnelty. Tt bas began to 
play it role in regions! and national i, 


In tribal areas Christian midsionarls havo played a vital part in 
Dringing about change. A ebuech moatby i nob only an ageney for 
‘evangelization but a conto from which novel ideas go. forth tothe area 
round, Not only does ® pastor change & person's faith but his entice 
life, ways of living, modes of thinking, level of axpiations are deeply 
affected. Even if porson isnot converted hi ideas uadergo revolution. 
‘ary changes which result in inereayed responsiveness to change in. tho 
‘cal, economic, balief and poltieal structares, The effet ofthe existance 
‘of the misionari may be stadied by taking a aot of Unee villages in each 
tribe in reapeot of their distance from the misslonary centre, 


Mort anthropologioal studios of culture change have fat aght of the 
process of communication involved tn the wider process of ehange. Any 
raceurch worth tho name sould inelide an investigation of thie proowa 
in modern sociological terms. It would be of introst to enquire into 
‘oth the media and content of communication, Tavestigation into tho 
channels of communieation leds directly to the problem of diecovering 
‘the agents and carrera of change. An analysis of the acquisition of 
leadership roles over a perio of thro generations may be very fruitful 
‘twill bo intersting to find out if tho leaders of change are different from 
‘the traditional uders of tho tribe in question, Generally tho l-aders of 
‘to-day may be rebels of yesterday acd ono who is regarded a8 & deviant 
today may bo rogarded asa leader to-noreow, Every year hundeds of 
tribals leave for the tea gardens of Assam or the Jute mils of Bengal to 
carn thie living. ‘They go both for short of long periods and. ago. mostly 
‘drawn from auch families who cannot inake both their ends meot through 
‘out the year, Naturally the traditional leaders 20 not thove who choose 
‘to go out. Others who lenvo abruptly are thoto who have’ tranegreu 
‘the worl code and who flee fom the punishments their villagers might 
‘roverbo for them, Yet when theso retueu from their travels, they” aro 
rich in money an} alto in experonoo. hoy have teen the world ani an 
dea with non-trbal people fredly and without cowploxes. $0 their 
offense is forgotten, porerty washed off and ingolenee condoned. ‘the 
‘emergence of this now lendrship a challenge ta the establahed author 
rity of the old villag elders, ‘The contiot between the old and. the now 
Js the order ofthe day in mont villages. 
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‘this is important bocaose of tho role of lenders in the acoeptance ot 
rejection of innovations, Some groups. provide an il and « model for 
‘hange, A keen student of culture change would veo not only the 
manifestation of change, but go deep to discover the values and motiva. 
tiona leading towards it The Community Development and National Rxten- 
tion Programmes undertaken by the Union Government is an attempt ab 
ireted culture change, Change is being introduoed consciously and 
eopld aro asked to rorpond in m certain way, In theory the programme 
fen been devited ator wtudying Uh fle needs of tho people. Neads differ in 
fiforentnseaa andthe meats fof satitying the needs als differ, But in 
fractice the mmo needs aro being wought to bo satisfied. and in preboly 
the ante way in all areas, 1¢# no wonder that the wave of popalar 
fnthorianm fa not even half of what was expected. ‘The expectation of « 
‘pound of popular effort” fr ‘every ounce of Government aid’ has remained 
war ery, Students of eulture change while ossesing_ the work: in the 
N-E.S Blocks and Community Development arous can find ont the 
‘reason for this lack of popular enthusiasm. The finportance of the human 
factor in technological change ean bo truly assessed. by anthropologits. 


Change is generatly asloctive, People do not avoept all innovations. 
‘They pick and choose both conssiously and unconsciously, It ie useful to 
find ont poop initial eeponce to wn item of change atthe time. when i 

“offered to Uiem. If one follows tho case-study method for this esearch, 
ome inwereting patterns may eterge out of is material, Deeper study 
ff the problems of selectivity in nceeptance or rejection of change may 
ead to the discovery ef certain cultural creeps throogh whioh al items of 
‘Suge are filtered and, inthe process, modified, It may also lod to tho 
Cisoovery of a cial eultues! foous, marking out certain specific areas 
‘where teal cultazos are apically revistant to. chango, Ib would be highly 
Tnaportant, to boon the watch for any tendeney towards oultaral 
reinterpretation or cultural adaptation of allen items, 


‘Another aapect of culture change + contra-acculturation, When 
community liver 1ong under the impact of chango thor io  wecond 
‘have of peysbologleal reaction Ho begin to redacover his own eultare,Old 
Valtes are given new appraisal, old customs and intittions are endowed 
‘with now finport and meaning. Insteed of being ashamed of his way of 

fe the tebal takes pride in his custom. One tribal fonder recently mot 
the Governor in the Raj Dhavan in his teaditional loin cloth, The youth 
ormitory oF the ‘dhumbucia’ is beidg popularted a school of social 
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hat ok 
‘taining even though in most places it has ost its old character of 
owing the youtha at night, ‘Tribal songs a © 
the tune of modern music. The decadent system 
mre aan ana ol op Be Corea 
sponsored panchayat is not used in areas where the Porka is work 
‘These Developments are x0 important that « stadent of culture chango " 
can only ignore at bit perl 
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‘A ahort note on the Lepchas of 
Kalimpong Sub-Division of W. Benga 


Gowranoa OnartoraDivay 
Caleutia University 


INTRODUCTORY 

‘The prevent noto is bated on the data collected daring  feld-work 
undertaken in connexion with a project financed by Uke Central Govern: 
Tent and conducted by tho Caloatta University, The villages Nimboog, 
Ponting, Chabo, Mongbloh, Sindipong and Bong, al fling within the 
Juwadeton of the Kealimpoog Foice Staion of the Dareling Distt, 
rere visited and a number of Lapcha informants were interviowed, * 


Before proseding farther, the renders should be mad aware of the 
Timitaion of the present note Sinee the field-work wes undertaken for 
fgite another purpono, the present dato. was not collected by following 
ay ecietiic method of ssmpling, Tn all 73 families, comprising of 43 
dividuals, woro visited in the different villages noted above, Out ofthese 
‘78 famille, V4 aro Christians and the rest are non-Christians, 


Tablet 
Ago.group 0.15 16-90 81-50 51 Malwve Total 
Movof persons = 14185 © 43 


‘bya from what tho weiter as mentioned in hi ofiial report, 
‘ovo things have etrask him very much daring the fsld-work aswall at 
‘Aterwards when the data were being atalyted, ‘heto ar, fit, the 
monte plight of the Lapehas eoupled with the oppreion thet thay 
fave to foe in tho oullaral field, and weeondly, inrpite of all these 


von, aang no Me, Dart ak pet Tapeh Amocta- 
Menke B. Temung, re Aye Rongkong Organi 
Mon Me KE Tam elo th Hata af Dabs anf is 
Sey 1 Me Neil kind co-operation aod tap, Thais a alo 
ene otjn as Ptvt A Boe, Prineial Peoples” (Sanaa) 


‘Aaibasi 


sadveritise, theic undying taal to rovive their ancient eultate onse mond 
‘and fee themselves from thelr peeseat plight. 


‘The purpowo of the present note is to give an idea of the coonomio 
condition of the Lepehas of the area visited, with jut a short comment on 
the diffrent aspeots oftheir culture with the hope ef drawing the atten 
‘on ofthe persons who are in « position to study them thoroughly and 
render tho very necestary help to them. 

LANGUAGE ; 


‘The non-Christian Lepehas mantly uso the Lapeha tongue when spake 
4g at home, though almost al of them know Noptloe since ths is aloa 
tho tingua-franea aniong al the billpeople of the distect, Some, of the 
‘educated Lepehas and almost all the Christan Lepchas apea in Nepales 
ren at home, though, ofcourse, they know the Lepehe tongue, Det 
‘mort of thowe latter people do not know the Lopeha sort, Av there. are 
vory fow educated Lapehaa among theit non-Christian population, the 
‘Lapoha script known to very fow porwons, 


‘Tabie—2 
Sehoolread College edueated Can jt 

Number 129 6 

Pofeontag 1 4 


But thoy are reny keen on aprosding the woo of thoi ert and pre-bery? 
{ng thois language, the fo¥owing’ example would eonttem this aertions 


() A clrk (Lopehs) at tho loval Municipal Ofie took outa eyes 
styled nowspaper in the Fepcha langaage with the help ofa few frienda, 
‘As thoy cold not got any outaide help, the papor was liguidated whee 
their personal fonda wore exh 

(c) The Lopeha Arsosiation havo published two Lapeba pritpere 
reoently by securing grants from the Government, 

But as tho Lopcha language has nob been included ia the curriculum 
‘of any of tho reoognised local sohools, the language is eloyly dying due vo 
Ietok of oficial patronage 
ocouPATION: 

Majority of the Lepehit afe” agricultural people and “ive on the 
‘prodces oftheir land. ‘The major crops rv paddy, "niale and mil 
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i Chattopadhyay—Lepehas of Kalimpong. 

‘Those few Lepchas who have been able to got high-sohoo! education, wotk! 
‘clerk, narsce ote. A fow of them also take up manual jobs like moter 
‘ar clouners etc. Wemen, who aro uneducated, do hoasehold works as well 
ss help their husbands ia agricaltural works. Even thowo Lapehas whe. 
‘old jobs, do. some agricltaral work at home in thle apa time, 


‘Tables 
Cultivators Other jo 
‘Agtiatwrl ——Tonshers Dusoeeen oh 

101 0 ‘ Ey 
022%, 64% 20% 810% 0% 


(ln the above table the household work of women ave nce been fae 
sluded, neither the subsidiary occupations have been taken into account, 
Only the primary occupations of loth the sexes have boen tabulated.) 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATION:— 


‘The Lepchas lve in simple families, snd cn the marriage of a sony 
‘ho moves away ffom his parents’ lmase and sets op a new home,” ‘The 
‘dunghter goes to live with her husband opun marzyiog, 


‘Pho ins have to he visited formally on special ocoasions like « bith, 
smarsings or death aod funeral in a family, apart fiom tnaking ordinary 
social alla, 

‘The villages aro all maltslan and a hereditary bendman (Mandal) 
serves aa tho agent of the Governsunt, 

RELIGION ; 

"The Lapeha religion of this roa is today a hotehpetah, On the ono 
‘hand each “busted” has a monastery of ite own, where the Lapcbae oon. 
rete every moening to worship Baddha a » God, and not ax teacher, 
on the other hand daring the major passages of lif’ the original Lepebe 
Drient and priestess (*Bonghing” and “Afwn” reepectively) are called and 
“offerings are made to their ancient “daities, 


» 


‘Aatbasi . 
MATERIAL CULTURE : 


‘Aa havo alrady beon noted, tho Lepchas mainly fllow ageoulture, 
‘They practi wet ree oltivation and abo grow maizo and mill by 
teraoing tho hill dopes. ‘They use bullooks and ploughs as well as hoes, 


‘They abo practise hortiulture and produee diferent kinds of beans and. 


potato, 


"Thole houses are mado of wood. ‘Tho walls aod floors ero almoet 
wholly wooden with sometimes an additional mud-plastering, ‘The root 
‘x mada of eithor wood, tin or sraw-thatehing, 


Bullocks, cows, goats, fowl and pigs aro tho most important domentic. 
snimale kopt by them, ‘few failin keep dusks too. Dog in alwaya 
kept to ward off thioves at night, 


‘ati 
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‘Though praetoully all the Lopcha families own atleast 2 to 8 acres of 
land, yet most of them are extremely poverty stricken, ‘That is bocause 
the amount of land owned is not wullelent for them to keep in clothes and 
{food throaghout the year, and go they have to borrow whenever some addi 
‘onal expense ia alld for. 
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‘Diseas and occasions ke martiage always love them debtors, ‘The 
reds aro mostly Nepalis, They lood money against the mortgage of 
pultivable lands, Generally, the conditions of the mortgage ro that « man 


20 


F 


a 


‘Chettopadbyey—opebas of Kalimpong 


ayn bak about Ro, 10- (os, 1) very Yer towards tho capital loan 
Bey gives half the produce of the land under mortgage to the ereditr, This 
Teavea thom yet mare poor. 

SUMMARY + 


ngpie of the limitations of this note, tin clone that although the 
Lopchas are in general, an extremely poor tribe in Tn, yob they have 
‘alt aight let thom, ‘Thay axe quite eager to revive ther ol cle 
‘ite, and for that reason any attempt to aprad adult education throogh 
he vediam of thir mother tongue and to introdaco better technological 
fpmentanhould have a good chance of being suoceeul, 


Sinoo they have already gob strong of 
‘Arcriation, and ane this organization has, among other things, aarted 
‘Moperative, milkpeoduet sling cents ab Kalimpong, it ould not 
to'vory dffigls to get vome sort of «co-operative bank earled among 
‘hem, which may give loans at « low rate of interast, 


‘Thos, with immodiate reli i the eononte field, coupled with the 
spread of ucation and tho knowledge of butter technological imple- 
reste for agroultae, the Lepchas would make quick progress to eateh up 
‘vith tbe more advanced people of Inte. 
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Bhattara Marriage 
Nermaxaxoa Das 
Assistant Director, Tribal Rewarch Bureau 


‘Tho Bhattarns or Bhattadas constitute © major bulk of tho 
‘population of Nowarangpar aubdivision of “Korapt district and Kokanta 
~ and Jayapaton police station areas of Kalahandi distrct. There i litte 
doubt that Bhattaras are an ancknt stock of the area. The legend 
states thois original home to be Arangul in Bastar and ther migration to 
tho state of Oris folowing the Penga Parojes. They are an_agricaltarl 
{r00p. Haunting ia reorted to a a form of yastine dering Chitra «Apel 
festival. Food gathering is infrequent. In this area they lie together with 
Amanatiya, Bhumia, Rana, Mali, Good, Bhonijia, Dom and higher 
‘castes like Brahmin aol Karen, 


‘The most caborae snd signfieant erent in the communiton the 
tarsiage, There are few paral among other communities when's ments 
entice ofintation to lis based on saving for the turige of bin 
rea x hin children and warda, Bell blow them to be fete wey 
ftom the ees on acoout. of their elaborate form of marsng (el DO 
Gazater, Koraput 1945). Among the Bhatiare” ther te ey adele 
aarige. Grown up boys and gis of 18 0 0 years of age ero gee 
in marriage, There is mrstiy warcage Dy arrangement, the itive 
sae taken from tho boy's sil, The. parents ot  gontlans or whee 
there areno ling guardians of « marriageable toy, he Bimal, ape 
Jnformation about grown up gs inthe area, and trom village gunn 
tntherson the sitabiity Of the match, Saitabity of the Sah ave 
relative fator based on several considerations. Th pelle! sonidetion 
inthe cn, 


Bhattaras aro divided into several ua divisions The 
Principal clans srw ‘Tortoise, Cobra, Dog, Tiger, Lizard, Died, Leopard 
te, Marriage within a clan is strictly prohibited, All the members of « clan 
believe in deveent froma common ancestor and hence are brothers and 
siaters. Marriage among brothers and eters is not only a violation of 
socal code, but alto «sin agninet the gods and is met with catastrophe, 
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‘Das-~Bhattara Marriage 


"The dread of ineott has boon examplified by instances from many 
foontemporary primitive ronities, Therefora__ while considering 
suitability of marriage it ts definitely asccrtained tbat the boy and giel 
donot belong to the samo clan, ‘The other considerations are that the 
family of the gil bas not committed any offenes, or has not been 
Parmanentiy outcast. Hxisvenco of deol. diseases ike lprony in th 
family sta on tho way of initiating wny proposal, Social status of tho 
partiow has aleo tobe ennaidered. An ordinary man may not aspire to 
‘havo tho daughter of w Nayak or Pojaei in marciage. When thew 
‘onaideeations axe properly examined there begin callings to the le's 
plo. 


(2) Fivo to theeo men facluding tho father or guardian of the boy 
‘all at the house of the gle, ‘They entry with thom a pot of wine, perched 
lee, ets uid other eatables. The otal expenditure ix generally three to 
five rupees but may exoocd in enap of welltowdo families. The gil» 
paronts and othor Kinsmen enjoy the food and drink together with the 
visiting group. ‘Then tho topie is initiated. The boy's men suggest that 
‘they want to. pluck tho bostifal fower from tho garden, on the aoint 
of wbich they have come ftom a far off pleee. There are other types of 
fndioet. indications. ‘This is called mangni. ‘Tho gie's parents consult 
thei relations, and may even take consent ofthe “girl. They may accept 
the propossl or nay outright reject the came, 


(2) Tit cannot be finalised fa_ono calling, there may be one oF more 
‘exbseqoent callings, Ul the propowal fs accepted or reested, If accepted, 
after fow days in consultation with tho disari atthe right moment 
another cll is paid with nino men including the father or guardian of the 
‘boy tothe girls house, The inemen of the pnt congregate in large ‘num. 
Dera, The visitors bring wino, food article and sweets, Palm (Sala) wine 
Ws speciioaly soasht for this occasion from far of hil, "Thin elle 
sugajanki, 


(8) Then ther is third calling, ‘This time there ia w grand fast 
‘and congregation ofall vbo kinsrnen fom both the wide, Important per 
sons ofboth the villages aro invited, On thie occasion the negotiation is 
contrmod, It i caled chidni, ‘The food articles and wine aro cari by 
‘rlativs of tho boy. 


(4) Thore is another eal to the it's place with about twenty five 
‘ooes of rico, other food articles and liquor, ‘Chere ensues a feast, Thiele 
‘walled pai Bata, This is also called Dalarai, 
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(5) This time the boy hitsalf goes with a few relations to tho git'= 
house, with food articles and liquor. The father of th gil or if the father 
1s not living tho next in offers a botal-nut to. tho boy. This called 
‘ua jolni, After this ceremony the boy geta a right over the girl and he 
‘an claim compensation from the person who kidnaps the gle. He ean 
‘lao foreibly drag the girl to his house, and there wil be no offence sooord- 
{ng to Bhattars rocal code, Conflicts arto in the community. when such 
‘lel rune away with another boy, and it may lod to eerisus onflgra: 
tions, The offender apart from paying the bride prion, has to compensate 
tho boy to whom the girl is engaged, Such disputes are decided by the 
castochiaf called bhat-nayat with the help of a Panchayet, 


(8) This time the boy's parents with relations reuch tbe girl's house 

‘on an appointed day with nveral messurea of paddy (aot lat than two to 

three maunds) pulses and cash upto one hundred rupeos, Nometimes one oF 

mote goats aro taken, ‘The sith price Is paid, The soeal and eeonomnio 

fatus of the families mostly deteraine tho quantum of bride prea, There 
follows fasting for olght days, ‘This is called Jota. 


(1) After « month or wo of the jola ceremony, a dato ix fod on 
‘tho bass of enoulations hy Bhattars vari. ‘Thay have thelr own book 
‘of caleoation called ‘neha gantia pan. Ta that auspicious and. iaaase 
pictous momenta are described, More sopbistientod Bhattara also consult 
‘Hindu astrologers. On that date tho room goes with his father and reas 
tions tothe bride's plac with a ring, bangles and to pion of Sul, A. 
fast is given by the bride's parents, ‘Then the party returns with’ the 
bri, 


Marriage takes ple at tho room's house, An altor is made and 
{vis covered, Seven ml (shorea robusta) polos aro fixed. No Brabmin 
priest in engaged, ‘The dori and some elderly persons consummato the 
Iarriage, ‘Tho bride ie carsied on the shoulder of the groom aud all 
pretent would be dancing. ‘The groom is besmeared with turmeric paso. 
‘Then they make circles sround the wooden poles, The unrated girly 
take prominent role in tho coremony. They Keop on dancing, eajaling 
fd joking all the time, ‘The Doms are the drummer for the Bhattaras, 
‘Tho mareiage area vibrates with drums, thrilled with sioging and dancing 
‘toned up with practial jokes. The ooctsion is followed by a grand feast 
‘to which the relations contribute food artiles and animale, Marsingo ia 
fewellso-do Bhsttare house is such an elaborate affair, that it wparetox 
‘them from any tribal community. 
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‘Dat—Bhattars Marriage 


‘Av hasbeen indicated the total expenditure inyolved in the arange- 
‘ment, and marrage iss beary that almost all the reeouross of « Bhatars 
family are cumulated for martage. Boys themelves cam and aye 
‘ith this aim. ‘The maternal uncles and paternal under alo financially 
Inip atthe time of mariage, Marriage looms large axa poblem among 
this community. To evace the rigor and strain on an arranged. mariage 
Bhuitaas sometines capture gil from the market or during Chitra 
festival when th youngmon Vist adjoining wilages for dancing during the 
featval 

‘When «git eaptored the parenta ofthe gin earch for her, and 
in duo enuree come to know the Aiduapper. ‘Then they come with thei 
‘ith and kin and othee inTuentialperons to demand the release of the * 
{el "The gl ekept hidden at secret place, The visbing men. abuse 
fod threut and. placate the gel to come ut of her biden pace. If the 
fet isnot happy or does not ike the boy and she had Been kidnapped 
‘gsist ber wil, she may come away and surrender hercll, ‘Then sho Ja 
taken buck to her home and « couspensaton is demande from the oferd- 
The mater is roforee to tho community bead ‘Bhatnayal Fre Ue 
ult ago eda law courts But thsi ater aequlition due to contac, 

1 the gil kes the affairs and she has come withthe boy of er own 
‘il she woall not come oat of her hiding place, ‘Then there may nnve 
‘houtng eateala and vilieatoas, Some cider come 4 sil the ae 
‘When th temper fall and tention released both the villager sit down anil 
‘the quantum of compensaticn, bride pic ee, ate dixueod. If the gil 
‘would have bern engaged to another person the attr at to ret all 
Ah arlils he wonld have given aul coste pa for the ita from tho 
idnappee. ‘There fellows « decision and the kidoeppr submita to it and 
pape the dase due coarse, “ 

More often « bumblee Bhatars may rere i the fly ofa well.o- 
do person with the aim of getting the laters daughter or aster in tars. 
‘go after the stipulated period of tervice. Th period of eras varies fom 
two to five years. Within that priod the servant gets his food and 
clothes enly un renders wholtime vice. I he doesnot dae withthe’ 
family bo may get about fire mannds of paddy per your.’Afer the apa. 
lated prio of tervce the servant i given with mariage to the gel. Tho 
cxpentes are boro by the gi’ father or bother. After macrage. the 
couple mey continue to wtay withthe family of the gel, or may lke to 
tet up anew home or may return back to home of the boy. ‘Through 
service the bride peice ad excemive expenditare of Bhattars mariago 
fr lininated, 
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‘The Changing Status of Harijans in a Village of Cuttack District 


Kozawaxt Mowavarna 
Baeatoh Seholer, 
Department of ural Beonomies and Boealoy 


In this poper an attempt has boen mad to study the chango in tho 
status of harjana in & village in tho Cuttack district, Orla. The aim 
of this paper i (1) 40 analyae the diffrent factors responsibls for such 
‘change end (2) to demonstrate that not only processual factors like the 
tocal organization or cconomle system but lao individual factors like 
pereonality and casual factor like the occurrence of some events, contri 
‘buted towards such change. 


‘Method of study -—Tho author was intimately aogualnted with the 
‘village long before and long after the peciod under roview. Daring the 
feriod of review the quantom of bis participation was the highest, ‘This 
thas made the author to utilise the mothod of partielpant observation with 
‘advantago, Dut to make the study moro sceurate informal interviews 
‘were conducted in Uhe village and tho data woro checked up with the 
resulta obtained from them. 


‘The Villoge ~The village Bantala lanituated in P,$, Barnchana, 
Jajpur Subdivision of the Cuttack district, It is situated at an equal 
‘latanco of five miles from two railway stations on the Eastern Rellw 
‘Tho distanoo from Cuttack town is 10 mlles by railway and 22 milea by 
road, It le situated by the aldo of tho High Level canal which irigates the 
‘ron and the banks of which verve a8 the only connecting roads with the 
‘lay and the highway, 


‘Tho eopla:—There ate five castes in the villages namely, 
(i) Brahmin (i) Khandayat (il) Gudia (iv) Kenta (¥) Pana, ‘The Inet 
‘named caste that of the harjens, 


Mohapatrs—Changiog Statas of Harijens 


‘The following chart will give a easto-wise account of the people show: 
ing ther lative strength and economic conditions, 


Guite Novof No.of Acresof Others Total Average Edu. 


peeve Teee and’ wreenel focome incoae tion 
Peswwet income in Be 
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Brahmin 185 31 8—Servi, 58,890 180742 Depron 
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1640 64007 Litera 


Pane 75710 sKaxbour, 4200 247008 Literato t 
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= cropping 7 

From the chart it ean be noted hat the Brahmins almost monopolive 
education and have a larger share in landed propeety and other income 
"The keutas come as a poor second. ‘The Khandayats follow clowly behind. 
the keutat, The Gudias are insignificant ax there are only thee filles 
of them The panas are the lowest in every respeet. But this dove not givo 
folly a correct pictare of tho stator structure of tho village as the 
distribution of wealth and education is not oven within one single caste, 
‘Thus income beth from land and from other sources among the Brahmins 

shy conceoteated in four families, Like is the caso among the 
‘Koutas where landed property is concentrated in six families, who, though 
‘they have weyarate kitehoos, have landed property in comaon, ‘The lone 
‘matriculate outside the Brahmin fold belongs to one of these Kouta 
families. Among the Khandaysth there is not much disparity cf statas 


abe 
sd they canbe divided into two groups, fist thowe who eultivata thir 
fon land, which doesnot excond four acres in the eet of any individual 
Toltng abd vsond those who work other people's Ind on shar: 
‘sropping basis, The panne ean slo be divided into two groups thote who 
fvorkaaTabourcs at shoe who aro share-croppers. Ther is only one 
fimily among the panas who as four aces of land. 

or the purpoe of our study we can divide the period of wudy into 
Atco pars, Tho iat peviod—This period from 1O4B to. 1948, In thie 
Tred the Panas were dominated by th Braliins, The following fue of 
Aominance wer observed. 

(2) The Panas who worked ss sbarecroppers had mostly taken land 
ftom the four fnaatial familie of the Brahmins. The Khandayats bad 
tao taken land from these families, but they were paying much lowe than 
‘he Panae, (2) Tho Brahini wed to address the Penas in abusive langua- 
fo ovenin noraal talk, (3) Several fastancs of Panas bring beaten for 
fot being sobisive and for very minor offences were obecrved. which 
srere nat very mach objeeted to when dave by the Khandeyats or Kentas, 
{@) The Pina were not aliowel to offer worship even by proxy inthe 
empleo were not allowed to sicg Han. (6) Ifa Pana went throagh 
the village fas good or clan dros, bo was subjected to aestiricl abuse, 
{6) They were not allowed o bathe in the sume place or even near aboat 
{he Brahmins in the causal. (7) They were foxed to play on the holes 
{Gums without any romneration atthe time of village feta ike 
he Dolajtra, On tush private occasions as marrage, they had to give 
Similar morvice and wore given only very meacre meats. They werent 
“lowed to have thote names which any of the Prabmins have, 

"Tho socond esi: —This peiod i from 1948 to 1950, From the 
ont of voy of our sty this is she mest important period, In this 
Piriod duo to woe interoal feuds among the Brsbmins a section of Brah- 
rina red to utile she” persons against the other section 1nd showed 
Uietr niet bebaviour towards them. Under thei patronage the Panas 
took ao active part in eubdaing «section of the Teahmins, But the concee 
ions which, they recsived from thei patrons were more demonstrative 
lun ral The Babin wosld proxy for tho Panas for worhipin the 
owple, but they woukl not try tolemen the severity of untoachabiity. 
Tue Peau however, deived some materi advantnge from this aituation 
wtuey nee helped to retain this due share of produce from lod which 
‘hoy hed as ehareceropper. Tt ofcourse trve tht they did notation 
IA fndepeodent ator of their own and took all the advantages they 
feed as favours conferred, not rights acyeire. 
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Mohapatra —Changitg Statusof Harijuns 


‘The third period—This period ia from 1950 to 1955, Tie main 
barncterinti is that the Pans antertod themselves within this period 
and attained a status of their own. Most of the feuds between tho two 
feotlona of Brabmains eame to an end dusing this period with an eqoitable 
Share of los and gain to both the pastios. Bitterness ae well as enthu- 
isa on both sides wore sapped. This had an advert feet on tho Pans 
‘The group of Brahmins guint whom they were working began to harass 
tiem in everywoy and tho patronising group also hogan to tako awa’ the 
advantages whieh they bad glven under pressure of necowity, 


‘yente took a sudden tara in 1OBL at the time of general ection, 
‘Ono of the members of ths dominant family contested the eleetion and was 
‘oppowed by a very powerful opponent ,from outside, ‘The loeal candidate 
‘Kd not tako much eare to enlist the support ofthe Banas as roied on 
tho tralitional relationship to gob thom io his favour, ‘The  othor 
feandidato approachod the Ponas through an eduoated Pana, Who 
‘ras nob an inhabitant of Ube village but lived In o nearby village and wax 
the only eduonted person {having reed upto Matriculation) of the Pana 
‘community in that ares. ‘The Panas solidly voted for the outside candi- 
‘ato and that candidate won the eleaton, ‘This took the Panas  longway 
‘towards achioving tie independent status. Son they begun to astort 
the rghta which woro granted to them previously, They led vilego 
Jovel workers and haeijan welfare worker from outside and held mootings 
‘and Ketan. Thy alto showed defiant attitude nnd began to violate all tho 
fbucilisting restrictions, ‘Ths evulted in many quacrels end conflict but 
pono of thems went to the law courts and most of vhem ended with advan- 
{ago to the Panas, With theao gains however bitternos of felluge on 
‘oth sides was subsided but the elation which evolved cannot be ealled 
cordial, 


‘The decline of lesdetship omong the Brats was alo a eontsibue 
ting factor towards the change of tho status of Pans, ‘There were two 
persona belonging to two of the dominant families who oooupled tho 
position of kaders on all oteusions, Both of them belonged to joint 
family, but thie brothers were away from home on sorvices. ‘Therefore 
thove two wote enjoying the entiro family property. ‘The elder brother of 
‘one of them was an influential offcery a factor, which helped him to hare 
fudvantages as  lendor, During the soeond period, mentioned. above, this 
floes retired and on the death of his father the proporty was divided, A 
similae ease of division of property took place also in tho caso of tho 
fobher leader withthe reult that both of them found it very difiett to 
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‘At the nd of 1980, he Panes were sberved ao hating” ben fost 
fem th tito whch vr rr the fl, bat aryl 
‘wate not able 1° outer the temples aa these wero tho private’ property of " 
(he Brtiia, 


Success of Ashram Schoo! 
Biswaxara SAW, 8.4. Dip.in-nd, 


‘Asheim Schools, established sod managed by the Tribal and Raral 
‘Welfare Department fr tho education of the Adibasi children aro typical 
residential educational insitations. ‘Theoretical iastrustion ‘and practical 
‘raining in agriultnre and crafts are included inthe Ashram School 
curriculum in addition to bo syllabus of the Rduontion Department 
‘prescribed for the Middle School, Since the Middle School aylabus is 
Introduced in the Ashen Schools aod the students of Ashram Schools ary 
aquired to appear st the Middle School Common and Scholarship 
‘Baaminations it has become » tendeney to give more weight on general 
‘education than the vocational subject introduced in the Ashram Schools, 
Tn porte Ashram Schools, tis learnt, the pupils ia the topmort clas are 
‘exempted from the vocational clases to devote more time and energy on 
the subjects forthe Final Examination. ‘he credit ie due to the Hod 
‘Muster and Amistant Teachers if thelr studente show good rou fa the 
‘Common Bxamization. Thele endeavour, no doubt, will bo appreiated by 
‘the authortis of vbe Department who also judge the merit of the Asbram 
‘Sahoo teachers trom the result of the Common Examinations, But wo 
‘should bear it in mind that the eucces of an Ashram School does not aclely 
open upon the percentage of succesful candidates in the Common 
xaminations. This idea may mislead ws from onr primary objectives of 
Yoo Tribal Education. 


‘The Gorernment of Oriess havo started about 60 Ashram Schools in 
which neaely 2000 Adibasi ehikiren ar» receiving edecation at the 
Governmeat cost. Tho Government could hare easily arranged to 
educate those Adihad children io the Middle Schools pechape at a 
leas coat. The Government speod lakhs of rupees for the establishment 
‘end management of Askrem Sehoolt. This shows that the Government 
cntabliahed tho Ashram Schools witha defilte purpose, which ean not be 
‘echieved through the traditional way of ciucation’ imparted in our 
‘Middle Schools, Tho Tribal and Raral Welfsro Department, the officers 
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{in charge of the ‘Tribal Welfare and specially the Head Masters and 
Assistant Teachers of the Asharam Schools should never forget. the 
‘primary alms and objectives of the Ashram Education, 


Sometimes to happens that wo create now problems while we 
Degin to solve.» particular problem and itis true in cio of the endeavour 
for the solution ofthe tribal problema, because we do not know what the 
real problems aro and the correct wey of approach to solve. the sme, 
Many of us hold tho ios that the Adibasin seo enoviived and uncultured 
people and our duty isto give them now light of cvilivation and culture 
Bot if we como in contact with the tribal population, study them with 
progrentive attitude and cientifc outlook and with due sympathy and 
Interest, wo will ot hevitate to admit that thove neglected and hated 
people have also n type of cullute which we have not and in some reapects 
they are moro advanced than thee o called eviied and cultured bretheen. 
"These innocent and ignorant txibes have been economically exploited and 
‘lucationally kept backward since long. Now efforts are being mada to 
sve them from exploitation to improve their standard of living and to 
educate them in a propor way. Tt is not the intention af the Government 
to ereste a new problem of educated unemployment jn the tribal comme 
nity. ‘The Ashram education ee been therefore, desigoed in the manner 
that the student can attain selfsueieney by the time he lecves the 
‘Ashram School if he doce not go for higher edveution or does ot get any 
‘employment, 

‘Tho primary aim of the Ashram education should not be preparing 
Aiibasi children for higher education or Government employmente, 
‘According tothe educationate education sims 40 fur a ite limitations 
‘allow, at the formation of individual character, end with perfect consis» 
taney it may bo said in tho samo breath that it aims ab the making of 
400d citizen. avcation is all round development of hill, All round 
ovelopmont means tke development of body, mind end moral. ‘Tho 
{immediate task of an Ashram Schoo! ould be to provide suitable oppor: 
‘mntly for tho all round development of the Adibasi cildeen and turn 
‘them into healthier, happier and bottor cittens, ‘The euccem of at 
Auram Schoo! should be assessed from tho progres of the curricular and 
‘oourroular activition St undertakes and organiaes to achieve these 
student should be tralved not Wo be ruocenafel only at the 

but in the real examinations of life in the eocaty 
‘8 responsible etizen, 


‘where he i to live 
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A ceremonial Hunting of the Ho in Seraikella 


Box Kouan Das Gorsa, 
‘And 
Pasrrna GorrA 
Caleta 


During « brief Anthropological Survey among the Ho of Makundpur 
village, P. :Serakell, Dist, Singbhum, Bibar in 1964, wo hal tho chance 
investigate into the ceremonial hunting of the Ho. There wore 24 
familie in the village and all wero Ho. We found thom to bo agriulta- 
tina in the tevett sent of the tern. They were notin the habit of going 

‘hunt with bows, arrows or with any other weapon. As « matter of 
fact, hunting habit was in a process of dying out amongst them. The 
shove statement is all the more corroborated by the remarkable absence 
‘of various typos of hunting weapons traceable amongst the neighbouring 
teibes who occasionally practised hunting, 


Bot this doos not mean that they had developed a natural antipathy 
foe of any strong aversion towards hunting nor does it point to the prevar 
lence of and prohibited custom. We really found litle boys rambling 
‘with tiny bows and arrows, amidst adjoining bushes and forests and aiming 
it beds jst in w playfol manaer. De. A.N. Chatterjco and Prof. 0. 
‘Das * point out that birds are ‘killed with bows and bolts to relieve 
monotony of dist. What was noticed by us was that this simple aiming 
‘ birds meant only « (aining in hunting and the most remarkable feature 
‘was that this hunting habit received fall stop jast when they attained 
Iattrity, when they remained mach more inclined towards agreultare 
than hanting the beasts. Daring our field.sarrey even inspite of our 
‘etaied enquiry We did not fod even # single growe-up individual who 
thad engaged himeelf fa hunting as.» regalae part of his routine. 

‘From an enquiry of their festivals and eoremonies it emmerged oat 


‘that they used to observe only one hunting festival and that was on the 
lat day of the Bengali year. This fostival was of « communal sort and 


{() ‘he Hos of Seraikella—Dr. A. N, Chattorjo and T, C. Das, 
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Adibasi 


‘was obierved along with the neighbouring villages jointly. ‘The main 
‘Porpose of this festival was to make some merriments at the coat of 
Dunting. 


Dalton writing in 1872 takes note of an annual bust held May 
‘and describes it as a ‘great meet for sport in which people ofall classes of 
‘the neighbourhood and surrounding villages take part’ but due to inade- 
‘quacy of description the above point eannot be compared with that of 


‘An almost similar type of antiog ceremony also prevalent among, 
‘ho Bishor (another member of the Mondari grou), that i held in tho 
‘month of ‘Baiaakh’ (April-May) has been reported by 8. C. Roy.tf 


Similar hunting fetirals of communal sort aro cbueved in. South 
‘Mabhum o0 the ‘Babakhi Purnima’ day ia Apr-May, whea all mon 
young and ol, participate in the anoual huat ou the Ayodhya, range in 
‘ho vilage known ax Ayodya, Tuowsh in fact, the rnin partilpante 
‘rth Suutala yot members of other group vi, BhumlAlauto, Kamar, 
Kumar, Ohate, Birhor, Dom, Kara, Mabsl, Orang Madi ete, also part 
sipnte, “Tho only diterece ia that the Senta bold their tenditonal 
‘nur ding the period whil the memburs of tho other groups keep them 
selves engaged exclsively in hunting aod rejocings. ‘The huang act 

los ao carried on in diferent. sll groupe, each group traversing an 
‘ee and moving in dierent directions. ‘Th Jangl i pate and of. tho 
reps aro notable beers, lopards, difoeat Kinds of birds ete. An eat 
tat of the toa! propo sagaete thatthe otal strength ofthe etd are 
or eromos 10000 and the situation takes auch a rowdy tum that the 
Distro Magistrate, Superintendent of Plice and his Deputy, along with, 
battalions of armed. forces guard the veoae.** 


Below in depited in details how the people of Makandpur observed 
‘mich a hunting festival in the year 1952.53 A. D, (1368 BS) 

‘The day on which this ceremonial hunt was to take place was an- 
‘nounced inthe Seraikella Hat. On this xed day, in the evening, some 
‘weaty-two persons who were wiling to participate in the ceremonial 
‘hunt, assembled under big aeatha’ (Ficus religions) tre inthe western 
comer of this village. This Vilage wasealled ‘Jaherschan’. [The ‘aheethan’ 

(ty ‘Descriptive Bathoology of Bengal'—B. Dalton, 
tf ‘Tho Bithors’—S, €. Roy 
‘% Personally communicated by Dr. 8. Sinba, Calcutta 
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Das Gupta & Gopta—A ceremonial Hunting ofthe Ho in Eerakella 


‘is Dot a bushy tree with a few slabs of stones at ite foot, The stones 
represent their ‘hong’ (deites)]. Under the tree there wase slab of 
stone representing the Sangaarioags (tbe deity connected with hunting 
operations). ‘The party was well equipped with arms lke batto axe 
(Rapi’) bow (‘Arad’) arrow (Sur'), bolt (‘Tat’), When all of the parti, 
penta amassed, tho Dewri (village priest) who had reached there belore, 
[Pot 8 vermillio mark on the stone and attered some prayer wonds— 

‘Bari Sima sana Sail tka tana 

‘Hay cla ie dongs Maya ants 

‘imko bari bongs mays.” 
‘The transition of the above words rane thar.— 

“We are going bunt, if we 

succeed in it wo promise tbat 

‘wil give you two fowls.” 


After this the party. started for the “Silpingsd’ jungle where the anaual 
‘hunt was to bo held. This jungle was about on miler avray from the 
village. ‘The party marched on and at midoight reacbed Naranghers 
village near —Wipiogds, inhabited by the Saatals). Partis from other 
‘ilages alo reached there in the meantime, ll halted inthis village for 
‘tho night. A Sante! of the village named Kushal manjbi represented 
‘through dancing, tho whole story of Ramayans, Thus the night ended, 


In the early morning, next day, all the portion, togethor started for 
the jangle. They advanced in & Semicizelar fashion, While procmding 
forward they immitated the rics of diferent animals. This was done oy 
‘terrify the animals. On their way onwards they hunted a vatity of 
ania 6. g dese (ib), wild boar Chowne’) will fowl Cima’) ete, 
‘Tlanting being over thay eaemnbled together atthe outskirt of the jungle, 
‘Tho flash of the hunted aniols was divided. party.wite, ‘The party fom 
Makuodpar tied the hunted animals, that came in their are, with ope 
‘and larted for thie village, 
‘The following prey fell inthe share of the party from Makundpur, 
Wild fowi—5 
“Agha (4 died) 1 
‘Kent (bird) —1 


‘The meat was divided amongst all the famlin of th village, Een 
‘# family wherefrom no body participated got a share, 
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Aatbasi 


‘The ‘Dour’ then uttered — 
"Bu pote hunta when bongs 


‘Tho balanco of annas two was kept with the ‘Deut’ (priest) 


‘The deciption ofthe abors festival wan nara to ws by Sodan 
(oexmmaleogeeds) and Mokra sexu age-s3) ofthe” vile 
‘Makundpur, 
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‘Das Gupia & Gupta—A ceremonial Hunting of the Ho in Seraikella 


‘The above festival which is bold on the “Chait Sankranti’ (9th ot 
‘Hh Apel day ie not mentioned in any of the published monograph on 
the Ho. It is. worthwhile to Mention here thst on the sams day in somo 
villages ‘Shiva’ is worshipped, But ia the village under stady no uch 
‘worshipping wis held in the particular year. 


‘The nomeaclatare of his festival as was given by our informants 
wan ‘Chait parab’. But Dr. D. N. Majomder$ refers to ‘Chait parab’ as a 
‘Dik’ festival fa. which tbe Ho takes part, “He docs not mention ite 
coincidence with the hunting festival. Dr. Chatterjee and Prof, Das * rofor 
‘0 ‘Chale porab’ as festival in which the God Shiva is worshipped and i 
which the people ofthe neighbouring villages take part and special dancot 
fare held, Te bas not been mentioned there whether the dances are held in 
forest as was suggested by ovr informants. And therefore no definite 
fue can be obtained. whether the joint ' merry.anakings are io any way 
related to the statements made above. Whatever may be the oxso it may 
bbe said that the ceremony depicted abore is the only ofits kind found 
among the Ho of the village Makundpar in the district of Singbhum, 

However, it does not in any way, imply to. the inoorrectaees in the 
‘observations of oar previous ficld workers. In fact, it would be really an 
Interesting study if we could probe into the phenomenon of Chait parab’ 
fn ita two aspects—on the one band the performance of ‘Shiva puja and 
‘on the other participating in commanal hunting. An attempt to trace up 
the coinciding occurence of these two aspects together withthe relative 
istribetion of each would reveal some ofthe historic proceses of inter. 
cultural contacts operative in thie aes, 


We acknowledge our thanks to Prof. G, 8, Roy of Caloutia Univer= 
sity, for bia valuable suggstions in courso of preparing Unie paper. 


@) “Tribe im Transition—De.D.N. Majumder 
(C) “The Hos of Serakalls'—De, A. N. Chattaroo and .C, Das , 
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